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Objectives, Awareness and Commitment

· To promote awareness among all Methodist people of the importance of stewarding God’s creation by reducing our negative environmental impact on other people and the world.
· To encourage prayer for creation and for all who are experiencing the effects of climate change.
· To encourage biblical and theological reflection on good stewardship of the natural environment and responsible and generous sharing of the Earth’s resources.
· To ensure that Methodist Church employees and office holders are familiar with and work to implement our environmental commitment to co-create a different future with our communities.  
· To ensure that Methodist Church activities and building work comply with all relevant environmental regulations.
· To work towards our buildings being well insulated, eco-friendly premises that offer both warm and cool spaces for people to meet.  For example, this may involve different models for heating, solar panels, electric chargers, wildlife friendly spaces and community gardens.
· To work together towards becoming a net zero District by 2040, including using fairly traded products, encouraging meat-free meals, reducing travel and waste, recycling and the imaginative use of outside spaces.
· To make good use of Action for Hope funding to encourage and support church and circuit responses to carbon reduction and climate change policies.
· To encourage churches, circuits and the district to work towards A Rocha Eco-Church Awards. https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/how-eco-church-works/


We recognise that the road to change will begin with small steps.


Energy and Water

We will aim:
· to ensure energy use is efficient and reduced wherever possible. 
· to encourage the increased use of renewable energy, for example by installing solar panels, air source heat pumps and electric chargers.
· to use water efficiently and with care.
· to avoid pollutants entering the drainage system, such as weedkillers and other toxic compounds, bleach and other harmful chemicals.

Waste

We will aim:
· to reduce the production of material waste including unnecessary packaging.
· to encourage re-use, repair and recycling of materials and items, perhaps by hosting repair cafes and other ways of making the best use of consumer goods and clothes.
· to dispose of waste in a safe and responsible way.


Materials and Resources

We will aim:
· to buy products which are made by using material in a sustainable way and to use locally made goods where practicable.
· to consider the lifetime costs of materials when repairing, altering or rebuilding premises,
· to reduce the use of paper in general and maximise the proportion of paper used from sustainable sources and recycled materials.
· to offer electronic communication as an alternative to paper for those who are suitably equipped.
· to show concern for the environmental quality of food production systems and the equitable global distribution of food, including trying to reduce packaging and transport costs where possible. 

Natural and Built Environment

We will aim:
· to take appropriate opportunities to conserve and enhance the natural and built environment including Methodist Heritage Sites.
· to be aware of local planning developments.
· to be sensitive to the impact of church activities on the local environment.
· to promote Community Gardens, encouraging wildlife to flourish on our sites, awareness of the natural world, and care for creation.

Travel

We will aim:
· to make every effort to reduce air pollution and energy consumption resulting from travel by car, and to encourage car-sharing and the use of energy-efficient vehicles and driving techniques.
· to minimise travel by meeting online (with the awareness that this is not without environmental cost), and encourage walking, cycling and the use of public transport.
· to support the expansion of good quality public transport, the provision of improved facilities for cyclists and pedestrians and local Green Travel Programmes.


Agreed by the DPC - September 2026
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