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Bury St Edmunds Circuit 

Worship Sheet for 12th July 2020 

Bible Month The Book of Ruth 

Week 2 - Boaz 

 
Welcome to worship  
As we continue our journey through bible month, this 
week we reflect on the character of Boaz, the kinsman –
redeemer. 
 
You may want to light a candle and pause for a moment 
or two as we prepare to begin our worship.  As we do so, 
reflect on those who reach out to help others in need. 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Some words from Psalm 1: 
Blessed is the one 
    who does not walk in step with the wicked 
or stand in the way that sinners take 
    or sit in the company of mockers, 
2 but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, 
    and who meditates on his law day and night. 
3 That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
    which yields its fruit in season 
and whose leaf does not wither— 
    whatever they do prospers. 
 
Hymn StF 455 All my hope on God is founded 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3LCGh02Vew 
 
All my hope on God is founded; 
he doth still my trust renew, 
me through change and chance he guideth, 
only good and only true. 
God unknown,  
he alone 
calls my heart to be his own. 
 
Pride of man and earthly glory, 
sword and crown betray his trust; 
what with care and toil he buildeth, 
tower and temple fall to dust. 
But God's power, 
hour by hour, 
is my temple and my tower. 
 
God's great goodness aye endureth, 
deep his wisdom, passing thought: 
splendour, light and life attend him, 
beauty springeth out of naught. 
Evermore  
from his store 
newborn worlds rise and adore. 
 

Still from man to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising 
for the gift of Christ, his Son. 
Christ doth call 
one and all: 
ye who follow shall not fall. 

Joachim Neader 1650-1680 

 
Prayer of Praise 
 
For the love you have shown us 
since the moment of our birth; 
the path you open up for us 
to be your servants here on earth; 
for the footsteps that we follow, 
and your words that we shall say; 
for the seed that we shall scatter 
as we walk your narrow way; 
and the harvest you shall gather 
on that great and glorious day. 
O Lord to you we raise, 
this our offering of praise 
 
Prayer of Confession  
 
Lord God, your love for humankind, 
present in the beginning of all things, 
extends throughout history 
and touches even my life. 
Your love sees failings 
and forgives. 
Your love feels pain 
and wipes away our tears. 
Your love knows grief, 
and comforts the sorrowful. 
Your love sees sin 
and still loves the sinner. 
Forgive us when we fail to live 
lives that reflect your love. 
Forgive us the many times 
when we take for granted 
all that you have done for us. 
Transform us, through your Spirit, 
and empower us to serve you 
this day and all days 
Amen 
 
Hymn StF  776 In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uAx8gjQrsOY 
 
In the Lord I'll be ever thankful, 
In the Lord I'll rejoice. 
Look to God, do not be afraid, 
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near; 
Lift up your voices the Lord is near. 

Taize Community.  Jacques Berthier 1923-1994        

   
Old Testament Reading  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3LCGh02Vew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uAx8gjQrsOY
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Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s side, a man 
of standing from the clan of Elimelech, whose name was 
Boaz. 

2 And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the 
fields and pick up the leftover grain behind anyone in 
whose eyes I find favour.” 

Naomi said to her, “Go ahead, my daughter.” 3 So she 
went out, entered a field and began to glean behind the 
harvesters. As it turned out, she was working in a field 
belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of Elimelech. 

4 Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the 
harvesters, “The LORD be with you!” 

“The LORD bless you!” they answered. 

5 Boaz asked the overseer of his harvesters, “Who does 
that young woman belong to?” 

6 The overseer replied, “She is the Moabite who came 
back from Moab with Naomi. 7 She said, ‘Please let me 
glean and gather among the sheaves behind the 
harvesters.’ She came into the field and has remained 
here from morning till now, except for a short rest in the 
shelter.” 

8 So Boaz said to Ruth, “My daughter, listen to me. Don’t 
go and glean in another field and don’t go away from 
here. Stay here with the women who work for me. 
9 Watch the field where the men are harvesting, and 
follow along after the women. I have told the men not 
to lay a hand on you. And whenever you are thirsty, go 
and get a drink from the water jars the men have filled.” 

10 At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. 
She asked him, “Why have I found such favour in your 
eyes that you notice me—a foreigner?” 

11 Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what you have 
done for your mother-in-law since the death of your 
husband—how you left your father and mother and 
your homeland and came to live with a people you did 
not know before. 12 May the LORD repay you for what 
you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the LORD, 
the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to 
take refuge.” 

13 “May I continue to find favour in your eyes, my lord,” 
she said. “You have put me at ease by speaking kindly to 
your servant—though I do not have the standing of one 
of your servants.” 

14 At mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come over here. Have 
some bread and dip it in the wine vinegar.” 

When she sat down with the harvesters, he offered her 
some roasted grain. She ate all she wanted and had 
some left over. 15 As she got up to glean, Boaz gave 
orders to his men, “Let her gather among the sheaves 
and don’t reprimand her. 16 Even pull out some stalks for 
her from the bundles and leave them for her to pick up, 
and don’t rebuke her.” 

17 So Ruth gleaned in the field until evening. Then she 
threshed the barley she had gathered, and it amounted 
to about an ephah.18 She carried it back to town, and her 
mother-in-law saw how much she had gathered. Ruth 
also brought out and gave her what she had left over 
after she had eaten enough. 

19 Her mother-in-law asked her, “Where did you glean 
today? Where did you work? Blessed be the man who 
took notice of you!” 

Then Ruth told her mother-in-law about the one at 
whose place she had been working. “The name of the 
man I worked with today is Boaz,” she said. 

20 “The LORD bless him!” Naomi said to her daughter-in-
law. “He has not stopped showing his kindness to the 
living and the dead.” She added, “That man is our close 
relative; he is one of our guardian-redeemers.” 

21 Then Ruth the Moabite said, “He even said to me, 
‘Stay with my workers until they finish harvesting all my 
grain.’” 

22 Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, “It will be 
good for you, my daughter, to go with the women who 
work for him, because in someone else’s field you might 
be harmed.” 

23 So Ruth stayed close to the women of Boaz to glean 
until the barley and wheat harvests were finished. And 
she lived with her mother-in-law. 

Meditation – Ruth speaks 
I am a foreigner, an economic migrant and yet you tell 
my story as one of the greatest biblical love stories and I 
am mentioned in the family tree of Jesus Christ himself.  
My name means faithfulness and my example of loyalty 
has been held up through many years. 

Yet what I did was hard.  The decision to leave my land, 
my sister and my family was the product of heartbreak; 
the illness that took my husband and the other men in 
our family and the refusal of my own people to offer any 
real support to my mother-in –law Naomi meant not 
choices but a narrowing possibility of any kind of future.  
Orpah chose with a heavy heart to stay, but I went with 
Naomi back to her own people in the hope that her God 
would protect us and her people would receive us in His 
name. 
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We were both grieving as we journeyed.  When we 
came to Bethlehem Naomi’s family were pleased to see 
her, but they all had their own worries and their own 
dependents to care for.  We were a drain on resources 
and needed to find a way to support ourselves.  The age 
old system of gleaning, picking up grain left on the 
ground after the harvest, came to our rescue, but even 
this depended on kindness.  Some farm workers chased 
me from their fields calling out ‘no Moabite scum here’ 
or ‘leave this grain for our own poor’. 

Boaz was different, he saw beyond the labels and 
prejudice and recognised the person within.  He asked 
questions about me and discovered my link with Naomi, 
who was part of his family.  He challenged his workers 
when they muttered ‘damn foreigners’ and made them 
leave extra grain.  Then finally he took us in, not out of 
charity, but because he respected and admired who I 
was and what I had done.  Now Naomi and I are safe and 
there is new hope in the child I carry, born of two 
cultures and yet born of love. 

My name is Ruth.  I am a stranger in a foreign land, I am 
part of your heritage.  How will you welcome me? 
 

 
 
Reflection 
 
“A pillar of the community” – so might Boaz have been 
labelled.  This phrase is usually applied to someone who 
is a good example and who displays both authority and 
care for others and Boaz certainly shows both. 
 
Gleaning is an age old practice by which those in need 
are able to go into the fields and gather any harvest that 
has been left after the farmer has finished the 
harvesting.  In biblical times it was an accepted way of 
providing for the poor and there are even laws 
governing how much should be left at the edges of the 
field.  Ruth makes use of this provision, even though this 
would have been a risk for her – not all landowners 
would have welcomed gleaners or been generous and 
not all workers would have shown respect to the 
gleaners. 
 
We get an idea of what Boaz is like from his first 
appearance in the story.  His workers greet him 
cheerfully with no fear or resentment, so he is clearly a 
good boss.  He takes an interest in those gleaning in his 
fields and makes sure they are provided for and on 

learning who Ruth is, he offers her special protection 
and a share in the workers’ food and water.  Ruth thanks 
him and he responds by commending her ‘hesed’ 
(devotion) to her mother in law and asking God to bless 
her. 
 
Boaz is a righteous man.  Righteous is a key word in the 
bible and particularly in the Old Testament  and 
righteousness is, as it suggests, about being in right 
relationship with God and with others.  Boaz is wealthy, 
but he is a man who uses his wealth wisely, supports the 
poor and marginalised and shows respect for others 
regardless of their background.  He does not dismiss 
Ruth for being a foreigner, instead he commends her for 
her dedication.  Boaz is also a responsible boss and 
leader, caring for his workers and taking responsibility 
for decisions made in his name.  He uses his authority 
wisely and well.  In all of this we see his relationship with 
God lived out.  Boaz sees God as a wise protector and 
Lord of all.  He recognises God’s care for Ruth and 
acknowledges God’s involvement in her protection. 

How can we learn from Boaz in our responses to others 
and to God?  How do we build those right relationships?  
For Boaz the root of his action is in his ‘hesed’ (devotion) 
to God and his recognition of God’s care for him and 
others.  We can begin our right relationships by giving 
thanks to God for His care and protection and by looking 
to God’s example, made visible to us in Jesus, to see 
how we should treat others.  “Love your neighbour as 
you love yourself” is the key commandment that Boaz 
lives out, showing care for his workers, the gleaners in 
his field and above all to Ruth, the foreigner who seeks 
his protection.  Can we do the same in our families, our 
communities and our neighbourhoods as we show 
kindness, share resources and call for justice.  Can we as 
Church be pillars of our communities?  Amen. 

 
Hymn    StF 255 The kingdom of God is justice and joy 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kkYoZOIomwo 
 
The kingdom of God is justice and joy;  
for Jesus restores  
what sin would destroy.  
God's power and glory  
in Jesus we know  
and here and hereafter  
the kingdom shall grow. 
 
The kingdom of God  
is mercy and grace;  
the captives are freed,  
the sinners find place,  
the outcast are welcomed  
God's banquet to share;  
and hope is awakened  
in place of despair. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kkYoZOIomwo
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The kingdom of God  
is challenge and choice:  
believe the good news,  
repent and rejoice!  
His love for us sinners  
brought Christ to his cross:  
our crisis of judgement  
for gain or for loss. 
 
God's kingdom is come,  
the gift and the goal;  
in Jesus begun,  
in heaven made whole.  
The heirs of the kingdom  
shall answer his call  
and all things cry 'Glory!'  
to God all in all. 

Bryn Rees 1911-1983 

 
Prayers (for our intercessions today we use the Central 
American Lord’s Prayer). 
 
Our Father, who is in us here on earth, 
holy is your name in the hungry, who share their bread 
and their song. 
Your Kingdom come, which is a generous land, which 
flows with milk and honey. 
Let us do your will, standing up when all are sitting 
down, and raising our voice when all are silent. 
You are giving us our daily bread in the song of the bird 
  and the miracle of the corn. 
Forgive us for keeping silent in the face of injustice, and 
for burying our dreams, for not sharing bread and wine, 
love and the land, among us, now. 
Don’t let us fall into temptation of shutting the door 
through fear; of resigning ourselves to hunger and 
injustice; of taking up the same arms as the enemy. 
But deliver us from evil. 
Give us the perseverance and the solidarity to look for 
love, even if the path has not yet been trodden, even if 
we fall; so we shall have known your kingdom 
which is being built for ever and ever.  Amen. 
We pause for a moment to lift to God our own prayers, 
remembering our loved ones, our church families, all 
who are ill or anxious or grieving and asking for God to 
help and guide our leaders. 
 
We say together the Lord’s Prayer  
 
Blessing of our Gifts 
Lord and giver of every good thing, we thank you for 
your many gifts to us.  As we offer you our gifts of time 
and money, we pray that they may be used to build your 
kingdom of love and justice here in our own 
communities, to the glory of Your name.  Amen. 
 
 

 
Hymn StF 51 Great is thy faithfulness 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTKIqmdfHSk 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee, 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not, 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.  

Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!  

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above; 
Join with all nature in manifold witness, 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today, and bright hope for tomorrow 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside.  

Thomas Chisholm 1866-1960 

A prayer of dismissal  

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, 
wherever He may send you. 
May He guide you through the wilderness, 
protect you through the storm. 
May He bring you home rejoicing 
at the wonders He has shown you. 
May He bring you home rejoicing 
once again into our doors. 

Grace  We say together 
 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the love of God  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with us all forever more. Amen. 
 
Opening Prayers from Faith and Worship.com 
Dismissal prayer from Northumbria Community Morning Office 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTKIqmdfHSk

